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t section of Brooklyn. TI

photo shows a streat in the Bedford-
bottom photo shows a similar sireet,

Prospect Place, after it was redesigned by architect LM, Pel.

By JANET BODNAR
Home News staff writer

An associate with I.M. Pei & Partners,
architects, said this week it is ‘prema-
ture” to discuss specifics of the firm's
redevelopment scheme for downtown New
Brunswick, but he reassured city Tesi-
dents, "It is not our intention to sweep
things clean and start all over again.”

“There is great value in many of New
Brunswick’s .existing structures,” said H.
Alan Hoglund, - an associate - planner with
Pei’'s New York firm. “In New Brunswick,
as§ in our previous projects in Philadelphia

and Boston, the challenge is to preserve

the best of what is already there while
adding vitality and new growth to the ur-
ban core.”

Pei, a highly esteemed architect with a

reputation for quality, has been selected
by New Brunswick Tomorrow to develop a
plan for revitalizing the city’s central
business district. The -board of directors of
New Brunsw1ck Tomorrow will be asked
to approve a contract with the Pei firm at
its Feb. 11 meeting.

In Pei’s prekus urban development
projects, ‘“We've utilized retail galleries,
-outdoor cafes, open spaces and plazas —
and urban housing is one of our pet prc-
jects,” Hoglund said, “We’ll be consider-

ing all these land uses for Néw:

Brunswick.”

Pei is away on a business tnp fo the
Middle East.

In I.M. Pei & Partners, New an!swwk

~will be getting the services of an architec-
“tural firm which noted architecture critic

Ada Touise Huxiable three years ‘ago de-
scribed as probably the best in the coun-
try.

Pei has been hailed as a gifted artist,
and is admired for his rational appreach
and -all-round professionalism, His firm is
recognized .as. an efficient - organization
with an impressive array of talent. .

Pei’s philosophy of urban development
holds individual building projects must be
conceived within the framework of lheir
larger urban settings. In the Febr uary
1973 issue of Architecture Plus magazine,
writer Peter Blake called I.M. Pei & Part-
ners ‘“‘probably the- outstanding example of
a firm whose consistent concern is With
the broader context.”

Blake continued, "Pei's clients knuw
they are certain to get much more than
just a very good building — they may, in
fact, end up by generating the sponia-
neous seli-renewal of the entire urban fab-
rie.”

Pei’s work has been criticized as being
too . “‘monotonous.” The archltect hag de-
fended his style:

“Ag -antist-architects the temptahon ls -

to give self-expression to every building
we design,” Pel said in “Architects on
Architecture,” a book by Paul Heyer. “We
tend to forget our greater ‘responsibility to
the whole — which is ‘the street, the
square, or the clty itself. .

“A city of prima donna buildings is a
chaotic city aesthetically. In the Middle
Ages, the focug was the .cathedral; 100
years ago, the city hall; today, anyt.hmg
and everylhlng 72

In his design of Place Vllle Marle A

‘compleled in 1961 in Montreal, Canada,
Pei crealed a new focus for the city

* preservation and enewal of m

wtuch helped rejuvenate the central area
and established his reputation in tbe field

‘of urban design,

Place Ville Marie features a pedestrian
plaza at ground level with a 40-story office
building rising ahove it and an enclosed
shopping promenade below. There are sun-
ken courtyards and undergmmd:pﬁrﬁﬂg
facilities, and the -whole complm - con-
nected with Montreai
tem.

1960s, he pmma_er ) m "
huilding urban hnusan; that is }u&‘axpep-
sive and more- attractive. ey

In many of his-projects — notably, the
Society Hill development in. Phﬂndelg!lia
— Pei also'has streS#ed
existing housing, * y £2 3’. s
. In redesigning Soclety Hill onee. _afﬂﬂ-
teriorating neighborhood, Pei

townhouses, ‘coupled with conatrugumu of
new townhpuses in quadrangle pafterns
between the older hamss and ﬁu'u new
apariment towers.

" Pei's firm  rehabiitated two‘bl r!n
Brookiyn's Bedford-Stuyvesant

part of an experimental project ta qamﬂl!,-
mta how a_gheito area could be revital

Speaking of the need for rba aﬁm
Pei has said, "Housing s the
agora market or chirceh, Wta can hav aﬂd

8

wearaslil%poorasapeoplelrwnénmt
haye decent housing.”

The Pel firm is involved in devehpinl
a plan for the rejuvenation of the-central
business district in ' Augusta, Gay :a clty
comparable in size to New Brlmsﬁtlb

Augusta boasts one of the widest lﬁain
streets in America — Broad Street thers
is 168 feet witde. The Pei argld%ya
recommended the sireet be”
provide new space for shops, parks;
{ains, restaurants, plazas and ofl
munity attractions. :

Pei iz not only an architect sm}' p‘lan—

‘ner; he also is generally recngni-w! s a

deft dinlomat. Wrote Blake: “*He Im
learned how Lo identify all tlse*

' ests involved in a given pnﬂ gpﬂ

to fry {o persuade those interests
fnrces 50 as to achieve a common objeu--
tive.”

Besideg urban dmlopment and hois-
ing, Pei, whose projects bave won numer
ous awards, is involved in the desi;
institutional bmldin,gs and corphrate ﬁad-

. quarters.

Noted for his, hse of | concrete
and glass—snd-mhﬁ o avalls, Pei
sometimes 13 critidized. for c;eaﬁng mas-
sive, ‘monumenta strunﬂ.l 5. Paul Gold-
berger, who reports on arcHitecturs for
The New York Times sa!d ei's approach

to design has drawn sm from both
extremes in the Eeid j .
“Tha more artsy i archi-

tects sometimes ihmk of hllh too much
of a businessman, ami - hack outfits
think he is too artsy,” erger said,
“But you'll never hear anyhody ¢alling
his worl junk,’} he added., “His is one of
g firms dnvolved with major
construction pr'ojec!s that q:l’l puts an
mphasis on quality deﬁsn-



Office building

Construction of proposed five-story building,
middle structure in artist's model above, would be
first stage of Commercial Plaza development in
downtown New Brunswick. The structure, flanked by
existing United Methodist Church at left, Plaza
Ofifice Building at right, would add 125,000-square-
feet of office space on George Street. The model was
prepared by 1.M. Pei & Partners, architects and
urban planners.
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Continued from page one

million in properties over the past year and
a half. .

However, Pel said the ss¢ransformation”
of Albany Street; including widening of the
right of way on the north side of the street,
can “set the stage for a host of downtown
revitalization projects.”

The widened sidewalks of Albany Street,
fogether with alandscaped median to separ-
afe lanes of traffic, 1S a prerequisite for

future regeneration of the area north of
Albany Street, according to the architect.

Theé “greening” of Albany Street, he

. 'said, would enhance the Railroad Plaza asa

 gateway, to New Brunswick, His plan calls

for rehabilitation of the Penn/Central Rail-
road Station.

 George Street, between Albany and N
. streets. Specialty A pedestrian
et misdind and fha

A “low'" alternative would provide 37
living units in clusters of town houses and
five-story row houses. Terraces, interior
courtyards and landscaped plazas would be
built. X

Should economics require higher densi-
ty, up to 650 umits could be provided by
combining town houses with “gther unique

architectural concepts” located around a
town plaza. Two parking levels would be
puilt underneath, '

. Before New Brunswick Tomorrow was

created, a special city task force proposed
more than two years ago that the Hiram
area be developed as a shopping mall.

A heavily 1alndscaped green butfer would
be needed between the Hiram residential
community and Memorial Parkway, said

Pei.

Raritan River, a pedestrian crossing of the
parkway. is proposed. E

To “reunite” the downtown with the
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This is how a 1,500-foot section of George Street would Jook.

Railroad Plaza

According to the architect, the widened side-
walks of Albany Street together with a landscaped
median to separate lanes of traffic, are a prerequis-
ite for future regeneration of the area north of
Albany Street. The plan also calls for the rehabilita-
tion of the Penn Central Railroad station.
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~ The goal of utilizing this retail thorough-
fare for pedestrians and shoppers is not
possible, Pei emphasized, until Route 18 is
extended up the Raritan River and across to

an interchange in Piscataway.
A downtown traffic-loop system pro-

posed as part of the plan is also needed to
relieve raffic congestion before-the George

Street plans can be carried out, he said.

The plan for the 10-acre, 4-block Hiram
Street area bounded by Neilson, Church,
Richmond streets and Memorial Parkway
strikes a balance between environmental
concerns and economic feasibility, accord-
ing to Pei.

gs would be maintained.

SrSstELAVEL e ISLEITCE 0SSN g OT:he:

" The undeveloved partion of Boyd Park,
just south of the Albany Sfreet Bridge,
in the lopation of the existing police

 headquarters, would be developed as a riv-

erfront park. A public boat marina and an

 amphitheater are plamned.

* New Brunswick Tomorrow's construc-

tion arm, the New Brunswick Development
Corp, Would spgnsor or carry out many of

~ the plans, if approved by the NBT board of

directors,

The Pei plan was presented to the direc-
tors yesterday. Before the board votes on a
final plan, it will be aired at a series of
public forums so that adjustments can be
made in response to public suggestions.
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Memorial Day
weekend ;

Parades, picnics and tributes to American war dead -

will highlight the Memorial Day weekend in the Raritan
Valley.

Many of the events will commemoratettticentennial
observation.

With throngs of New Jerseyans expected to be on the
roads this holiday weekend, the New Jersey Turnpike
Authority has urged drivers to observe “a little extra
caution behind the wheel.”

The authority expects more than 1.5-million motorists
to travel the turnpike, starting tomorrow. State troepers
and toll collectors have been instructed to especially be
on the lookout for fatigned and drinking drivers.
and toll collection personnel have been instructed to
especially be on the lookout for fatigued’and drinking
drivers. - -

Middlesex County:

New Brunswick and Highland Park will hold a joint
parade Monday, sponsored by the Veterans Alliance of both
towns.

Assembly time is 10:30 a.m. at Redmond Street and
Livingston Avenue in New Brunswick and the parade will
step off at 11 a.m. At about 11:15 a.m. a wreath will be
placed at the monument at Livingston and George streets
and taps will be played. At about 11:45 a.m., when the
parade arrives at the Albany Street bridge, from which
@ Wreath will be tessed to commemorate war dead, taps
will be played. Marching into Highland Park, the parade
will turn right on Seuth Fifth Avenue and go to Donaldson's

Yark, where a bicentennial town' pienic is planned.

Cranbury — The parade begins at 1 p.m. Monday at the
corner of Main Street and Cranbury Neck Road. The
sponsor is the Lions Club. :

Dunellen — The parade begins at 10 a.m. Monday at
Columbia Park, with the VFW as sponsor.

East Brunswick — A | p.m, Sunday start is planned for
the parade at Brunswick Square Mall, i

“The sponsors are the township recreation department
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NEW BRUNSWICK TOMORROW — Artist’s model
depicts a revitalized downtown New Brunswick, as seen
through the eves of LM. Pei & Partners, architects and

N S

urban planners. Memorial ll-";rkwa-iy \(hiu.mte 1.8)‘a-nd the
Raritan River are at the bottom of
is at left and Albany

 the model; New Street

Face-lift: $150-million plan

By TED SERRILL
Home News staff writer

NEW BRUNSWICK — A $150-million
initial development plan that could create
as many as 5,000 jobs in downtown New
Brunswick was made public this morning
by I. M. Pei, New York architect and urban
planner.

As much as $25-million in additional
retail sales could be expected in the central
business district, Pei said at a news confer-
ence in the Holiday Inn, North Brunswick.

His firm was retained by New Bruns-
wick Tomorrow, the private revitalization
agency, to plan the renewal of the business
district.

As part of the first stage, Pei envisions
four new office buildings, comprising 525.-

-

Other views of plan page 29

P,

000 square feet, on the upper part of the
downtown commercial plaza.

A ground-breaking already has been set
this summer for a 125,000-square-foot
building adjacent to the six-year-old exist-
ing office building at 303 George St.

Other elements include construction cf
new housing in the Hiram Street area,
rehabilitation of the George Street retail
district and Railroad Plaza and the trans-
formation of Albany Street into a tree-lined
boulevard.

A 200-room hotel with conference facili-
ties is proposed for the south side of Albany
Street, between Neilson Street and Memori-
al Parkway. -

No plans have been made for the area
north of Albany Street, hounded by George,
Somerset and Water streets, where Johnson
& Johnson has purchased more than $2

. See $150-million, page 29



