New Brunswick in 1812.
The United States was 18 States with the admission of Lousiana on April 30, 1812.
July 22, 1812. Wellenigton defeats the French at Salamanca Spain.

October 19, 1812. Napoleon begins his retreat from Moscow.

August 19, 1812. U.S. Constitution (Old Ironsides) defeats the Guerriere.
June 18, 1812. United States declares War on Britian.

New Brunswick in 1812 was a port town with small seminary college. 

New Brunswick as small town. In 1810, it had a population of barely of 3,000
2826+

The country was on the verge of war, a war with an overwhelming superpower, Great Britian. 

New Brunswick was the shipping port for the productive grain farms in Warren, Somerset, Hunterdon and Essex counties. Indeed grain arrived even from Pennsyvania. Sometimes five hunder wagons a day  drawn by teams of four and six horses horses loaded with up to twenty-eight barrels of flour. Some grain went to Raritan Landing but most was shipped from New Brunswick.

Residual military conflict resulting from the Napoleonic Wars in Europe had been steadily worsening throughout James Madison's first term, with the British and the French both ignoring the neutrality rights of the United States at sea and seizing American ships. The British provided additional provocations by impressing American seamen, maintaining forts within United States territory in the Northwest, and supporting American Indians at war with the United States in both the Northwest and Southwest.

Meanwhile, expansionists in the south and west of the United States coveted British Canada and Spanish Florida and wanted to use British provocations as a pretext to seize both areas. The pressure steadily built, and the United States declared war on the United Kingdom on June 12, 1812. This occurred after Madison had been nominated by the Democratic-Republicans, but before the Federalists had made their nomination.
February 3, 1811 - American journalist, editor, and publisher, Horace Greeley, is born.

October 11, 1811 - The first steam-powered ferry service between New York City and Hoboken, New Jersey is started on John Steven's ship, the Juliana.

November 7, 1811 - At the battle of Tippecanoe, Indian warriors under the command of the Prophet are defeated by William Henry Harrison, the governor of Indiana.

December 16, 1811 - An earthquake near New Madrid, in the Mississippi Valley, reverses the course of the Mississippi River for a period of time.  This quake was the first of two major earthquakes which preceded the largest quake ever in the United States two months later.

The Cumberland Road, an important route through the Allegheny Mountains for westward expansion, was  begun this year in 1811, five years after authorization as the first federal highway by Thomas Jefferson in 1806.  It broadly followed Braddock's Road, a military route used by George Washington in 1754.  The National Road, as it would later be called, and now known as Rt. 40, weaved 128 miles from Cumberland, Maryland to Wheeling, West Virginia, and would later have its terminus in Vandalia, Illinois.

1812

February 2, 1812 - With an estimated magnitude of 8.3, the final New Madrid earthquake strikes near New Madrid, Missouri.  This quake was the largest earthquake ever recorded in the continental United States, destroying one-half of the town of New Madrid.  It was felt strongly for 50,000 square miles, created new lakes, caused numerous afthershocks, and reversed the course of the Mississippi River.  A request by William Clark, the Missouri territory governor, for federal help, actually one month earlier after the first quake recorded, may have been the first request for disaster relief.

June 1, 1812 - U.S. President James Madison asks Congress to declare war on the United Kingdom.  Before the vote could be approved, on June 16, British ships raise a blockade against the United States.

June 18, 1812 - Although unaware of the blockade at the time of their vote, Congress narrowly approves war with Great Britain.  Western states generally favored the action while New England states disapproved.  This included the state of Rhode Island, which would refuse to participate in the War of 1812.

August 13, 1812 - August naval battles in the War of 1812 begin with the United States Navy defeating the British when the U.S.S. Essex captured Alert.  Three days later, the tide would turn in British favor as English forces capture Fort Detroit without a fight.  This would be followed up on August 19 when the U.S.S. Constitution secured another victory for the Navy of the United States off the coast of Nova Scotia when it destroyed the British frigate Guerriere, earning the nickname "Old Ironsides" when British shot bounded off the Constitution's side.

Capture of the Guerriere by the Constitution, August 1812, War of 1812

October 18, 1812 - The U.S.S. Wasp brings another victory for the Navy of the United States when it captured Frolic; one day later, the U.S.S. Constitution would destroy Guerriere.  One week later off Azores, the U.S.S. United States defeated Macedonian.

November 1812 - President James Madison defeats De Witt Clinton in the U.S. presidential election, securing a second term as the United States engages in the War of 1812 by an Electoral College margin of 128 votes to 89.

Resolution for federal aid, New Madrid earthquake.

Resolution for federal aid from the Missouri Territory during the time of the New Madrid earthquakes in 1811-12.

Capture of the sloop Frolic in the War of 1812

Top: Capture of the Sloop of War Flolic by the U.S. Sloops of War Wasp, October 18, 1812.  Print by F. Kearny from sketch by Lt. Claxton.  

Left: The U.S.S. Constitution captures the British war ship Guerriere, War of 1812.

Expedia.com

New Jersey had thirteen counties with 245562 people in 1810. Of those, 226,868 (92%) were White, 10,851 (4%) were slaves, and 7,843 (3%) were Free Blacks. The total population of Middlesex County was 22,150 people. This was an increase of over 21% in the previous twenty years. New Brunswick today has population of over 55,000 people.

Prebyterians were the most common denomination with 42 ministers while the “Dutch” Refromed had twenty-one clergy in the state. Next were the Baptists with eighteen clergy and ten Episcopal priests. 

“It may , however, in truth be said, that the people of New Jersy are generally industrious, frugal, and hospitable. There are, comparatively, but few men of learning in the state, nor can it be said that the peoplein general have a taste for the sciences. The poorer classes, in which may be included a considerable proportion of the inhabitants of the whole state, are inattentive to the education of their children, who are too generally left to gro up in ignorance.”

Nassua Hall (now Princeton University) rated two pages, Queens College rated two admittedly long sentences for their three professors and one tutor.

“New Brunswick is built on the S.W. bank of the Raritan, 14 miles from its mouth and 53 N.E. from Philadelphia. The great road from New York to Philadelphia passes through the town. The public buildings are the college edifice, 1 Episcopalian Church, 1 Dutch reformed, and 1 Prebyterian…Half of the inhbitants are of Dutch origin.

“This river [the Raritan], opposite to Brunswick, is so shallowas to be fordable at low water with horses and carriages, but a little belowit deepens so fast that a 20 gun ship may ride securelyat any time of tide. The tide, however, rises so high that large shallops pass a mile above the ford.”

December 20, 1812. The first volume of Grimm’s Fairy Tales is published.

May 7, 1812. Robert browning, the English poet, is born.

Feb. 7, 1812. Charles Dickens is born.

Locally, the Baptist Churh was being uilt at George and Somerset.

� In 1810, there were 2,826 free whites, male and female, 52 free blacks, and 164 slaves.


� P. 393.


� P. 401.





