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Cemeteries in New Brunswick
Prepared by Bernadette A. Boucher, June 1999, Updated, Robert Belvin
As sources for genealogical information, we usually think of books, newspapers, and the Internet. However, there are many other places where you can uncover facts about long-lost family members. You may be able to find out about your deceased New Brunswick relatives by visiting cemeteries.

Tombstones often give the names of the persons who are buried, their birth and death year, or age at death. They also can help untangle relationships between family members, since tombstones are often inscribed with “wife of…” or “son of…” or “father of….” Since people buried in a cemetery plot are usually related to each other, you can also learn about relatives you never knew of. 

Looking through the New Brunswick City Directories, one sees that associations of local citizens were responsible for the selling plots in some of the Nineteenth Century New Brunswick cemeteries. These associations often had by-laws and were incorporated by the state of New Jersey. In 1875, according the New Brunswick City Directory for that year, there were three cemetery associations in New Brunswick: Willow Grove (incorporated Feb. 12, 1851), Central (Cheesman, May 4, 1868), and Elmwood (organized 1873). Though Central and Union Cemetery Associations disappear from the City Directories in the 1880s, Elmwood and Evergreen continued to advertise plots on “high, dry ground” through the early 1900s. 

The 1877/8 City Directory listed a “Union Cemetery Association” for blacks, organized in 1876. In the same period, there was also a Union African Methodist Church on Handy St., organized in either 1869 or 1879
, and a Methodist Cemetery on Commercial Ave., between Handy and Seaman Streets. Could the Methodist Cemetery on Handy St. been a burial place for local blacks? —Currently I do not have enough proof to say. 

Figuring out where your relatives are buried can be tricky. In New Brunswick’s history, whole cemeteries were moved, and sometimes individuals were unearthed and reburied with family members in other cemeteries. Some of the cemeteries have been abandoned and built over and in others, the tombstones have been so vandalized that they are difficult or impossible to read.

If you do not know where your New Brunswick relatives are buried, your first step should be to visit Special Collections and University Archives at Rutgers University (169 College Ave., New Brunswick). Special Collections and University Archives keeps the records of the Genealogical Society of New Jersey (GSNJ) which has transcribed the tombstone information from many of the cemeteries listed below. If you think your relative is buried at one of these cemeteries, you can go to Special Collections and ask for GSNJ’s list of tombstone inscriptions for that particular cemetery. To make your research easier, GSNJ is in the process of writing the names of people on their cemetery lists onto index cards, and arranging the cards in alphabetical order by last name so you can look up your family name and see who was buried where. This incomplete card file is also at Special Collections. 

GSNJ has published some lists of cemetery transcriptions in the Genealogical Magazine of New Jersey (GMNJ). The New Brunswick Free Public Library has most issues of the Magazine in the archives (ARCH 929 GEN). There are a number of sources on the Internet for internments including one for politicians: http://politicalgraveyard.com/geo/NJ/MI.html#BORN

This list of New Brunswick, North Brunswick, and East Brunswick cemeteries was compiled using the New Brunswick City Directories (1855/6-1987), the current New Brunswick telephone book (1998/9), the GSNJ’s Masterfile of Gravestone Inscriptions (Rutgers’ Special Collections), an 1876 set of maps of Middlesex County and the 1886 and 1897 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps (in the map case in the New Brunswick Room). 

Ahavas Achim: Route 27 south of Three Mile Run Cemetery. Contact Congregation Ahavas Achim, Highland Park.

Ayres Burial Ground, North Brunswick. See GMNJ 16:24.

Baptist Cemetery, New Brunswick. On the 1876 maps, it is on the corner of Morris St. and George St.. Relocated.

Baptist Church, New Brunswick. Livingston Ave. at Mile Run Brook. GSNJ states this graveyard says was originally located at George and Somerset Streets, then George and Morris Streets.

Baptist Cemetery at Joyce and Kilmer Ave . and Reed St. Later purchased by Congregation Poile Zedek 1936. Many Baptist graves relocated. Indexed in Matawan Journal and available at NBFPL.
Beth Abraham Cemetery, East Brunswick. Cranbury Road. 257-7460.

Buckalew Family Burial Ground, North Brunswick. Georges Road. See GMNJ 14:87.

Central [Cheesman]Cemetetery. A 120' section between Willow Grove Cemetery and the Presbyterian Cemetery. The Cheesman family may have been the operators of the Central Cemetery Association.
Cheesman Family Burial Ground, East Brunswick. See GMNJ 15:90.

Chestnut Hill Cemetery, East Brunswick. 254-0933.

Christ Episcopal Church Yard, New Brunswick. The graves surround the church at Paterson and Neilson Streets. For a list of people buried at this graveyard, see F. S. McSwain’s Histories of Early Churches… call number R NB 917.49 MCS. 

Elm Ridge Cemetery, North Brunswick. On Route 27, at 2190 Somerset St. See Somerset County Historical Quarterly 3:135, 221, 298. Elm Ridge appears in the City Directories in the mid 1960s.

Elmwood Cemetery, North Brunswick. 425 Georges Road. 545-1445 and 463-0683. Originally incorporated as Cedar Lawn Cemetery in 1868, in 1873 its name was changed to Elmwood. It appears in the 1876 maps of Middlesex County. Rutgers Special Collections has a pamphlet, “Act of Incorporation and Rules and Regulations of the Elmwood Cemetery Association of New Brunswick, N.J.”, published in 1888. This pamphlet has a detailed map of the cemetery, and a list of the incorporators and board of managers (Y-RA629.N532E4 1888). Burials include:

Hugh H. Janeway. Colonel, 1st New Jersey Cavalry.
Robert Wood Johnson, Band-Aid Magnate.
Frederick Barnett Kilmer (1851-1934). Father of Joyce Kilmer (poet and author of Trees) and generally credited with developing Johnson's Baby Powder
George Craig Ludlow (1830-1900), 33rd Governor of New Jersey. He succeeded George B. McClellan.
Brigadier General James Ballie McIntosh (1829-1888) was the Union brother of CSA Brig. Gen. James B. McIntosh. He fought in nearly ever cavalry action in Virginia, rising from commanding a battalion to a division and lost his leg at the 3rd Battle of Winchester. Section D, Lot 203.

The cemetery has comprehensive records at the office at the end of Commercial Avenue. Kearny Kulhthau is in charge and appointments may be made by calling 732 545-1445.
Etz Ahaim adjacent to Poile Zedek.
Evergreen Cemetery, New Brunswick. In earlier editions of the City Directory for New Brunswick, Evergreen advertized itself as “in front of the best lots in Elmwood Cemetery, on high, dry ground.” It was listed at 381 George St. [probably an office] and Georges Road and Commercial Ave. It stopped appearing in the New Brunswick City Directories in the early-mid 1940s. Contact John Zimmerman, 732-545-7360.
First Dutch Reformed Churchyard, New Brunswick. Surrounds the Reformed Chruch on Neilson St., later listed as at 180 Neilson St.. Dates on tombstones back to 1746.

First Presbyterian Cemetery, New Brunswick. On 1876 maps, this was on Morris St., between Willow Grove Cemetery and the Baptist Cemetery, it is adjacent to the Willow Grove Cemetery. See also Van Liew Cemetery.
Franklin Memorial Park, North Brunswick. On Route 27 at Cozzen’s Lane. 545-4194.

“Graveyard”, New Brunswick. On Liberty St., between George St. and Neilson St.. This appears on the 1876 maps.

Georges Road Baptist Church Yard, North Brunswick. 

Franklin Memorial Park, North Brunswick. Route 27 and Cozzens Lane

Holy Cross Burial Park and Mausoleum, East Brunswick. Cranbury Road. 800-943-8400.

Methodist Burial Ground, New Brunswick. On the Corner of Oliver and Neilson Streets, later 41 Oliver St.. See GMNJ 46:105-112. It appears as a “Graveyard” on p.14, block 120 of the 1886 Sanborn maps, and on p.19, block 120 of the 1897 Sanborn maps. Ceased appearing in the New Brunswick City Directories in the mid 1950s. See New Brunswick Methodist Cemetery at Oliver and Neilson Streets. Cultural Resource Consulting Group. See “Introduction” for index references.

M.E [Methodist Episcopalian?] Cemetery, New Brunswick. See Pitman.
Morris St. Presbyterian Cemetery, New Brunswick. The GSNJ list for this cemetery says that the people buried here are “reburials [1846] from the Presbyterian Church on Burnet St.”. GMNJ 74:39.

Obert Family Burial Ground, East Brunswick. See GMNJ 36:142.

“Old Cath [Catholic] Cemetery”, New Brunswick. See St. Peter’s Cemetery.

Osage Cemetery, East Brunswick. 

Pitman Methodist Churchyard, New Brunswick. Between Handy St. and Seaman St. near Commerical Ave., according to the 1876 maps. It also appears on pg. 29, block 177 of the 1897 Sanborn maps. It stopped appearing in the New Brunswick City Directories in the early 1940s. Since about 1976, it is a park with a few tombstones flat in the middle. GMNJ 77.
Poile Zedek. Joyce Kilmer Avenue and Reed Street. Originally may have been on Welton St. adjacent to WillowGrove.

Potters Field. Originally on Livingston Avenue near Comstock St., then at County Poor Farm, some relocated to Elmwood Cemetery.

Provost Family Burial Ground, North Brunswick. See GMNJ, vol. 43, pg. 88.

Provost Family Burial Ground, East Brunswick. 

Presbyterian Cemetery, New Brunswick. Was on the corner of George and Paterson Streets, according to the 1876 maps. The GSNJ states that people that were buried here were interred at a burial ground on Livingston Ave. Internments (554 coffins of which 420 could be identified from gravestones) were moved to Van Liew Cemetery in 1921.A list of the original Presbyterian cemetery is available at Rutgers Special Collection.

St. Peter’s Cemetery, New Brunswick. French and Somerset Streets. 732-249-0894. Was originally on Commercial Aveneue between Suydam and Townsend Sts. As the Old Catholic Cemetery according to 1876 maps (pg. 29, block 157 1897 Sanborn map). The land was purchased in 1889 by Sacred Heart Church and a school was built on an unused area. In 1926-7, a school exapnsion lead to reintermnets in the present St. Peter’s Cemetery and possible in the grotto on the property. Burials include: John J. Harkins, Sr. (1859-1940). 1880's Major League Baseball Player, one of the first professional players from New Jersey. He was a pitcher with the Cleveland Blues of the National League and the Brooklyn Trolley-Dodgers of the American Association with a lifetime record of 51-83. St. Edward Section, plot 16-17, Grave 6 of 8.
Three Mile Run Cemetery, New Brunswick. On Route 27, near the intersection of Howes Lane. See GMNJ, vol. 23, pg. 75. Contact First Reformed Church, New Brunswick.

Van Liew Cemetery, North Brunswick. 585 Georges Road. 249-2281. Dates from the 1600’s, tombstones date back to 1768. Has 519 reinternments from First Presbyterian Chucrch.

Willow Grove Cemetery, New Brunswick. Behind the Free Public Library, on Morris St.. Later listed as at 93 Morris St.. For a list of people buried at this graveyard, see pgs 1-99 of Collections by the Jersey Blue Chapter of the DAR, R NB 929.3 DAU, held by the New Brunswick Free Public Library. If you’re interested in the history of this cemetery, you may want to look at “Articles and Bye Laws of the Willow Grove Cemetery Association at New Brunswick, New Jersey”, published in 1850. It gives a list of the board of managers and the rules about how families could purchase and decorate their plots. Its is available at Special Collections and University Archives (Y-RA629.N532W7 1850). Willow Grove is used as a term to describe all three cemeteries, Willow Grove, Cheesman, and the Presberterian Cemetery.

The eight Japanese graves at the Willow Grove Cemetery date from 1870 to 1885. The first buried there was Kusakabe Taro (1845-1870) a Japanese student about to graduate from Rutgers College. Kusakabe was the first Japanese member of Phi Beta Kappa and was a few weeks short of graduation when he died of tuberculosis. The other six men ranged in age from 19 to 29 when they died in various parts of the tristate area. None were Rutgers College students but some had visited or lived in New Brunswick or had studied at Rutgers Grammar School. The eighth grave is for the infant daughter of Takagi Saburo and his wife Suma. The Takagi family was from Tsuruoka, a Sister City of New Brunswick.
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� See 1890, 1893, and 1897 City Directories.





