The Pitman Cemetery.

There exists an ongoing confusion about Pitman and Oliver Street cemeteries in New Brunswick.

The Pitman Cemetery was used by the Pitman Methodist Church (founded 1851as an off-shoot of the Shiloh Methodist Church) and was located mid-block between Commercial and Throop Avenues extending from Seaman to Handy Street. It was cleared according to the Home News (June 14, 1976) by the city as part of a redevelopment plan of the Urban League of Greater New Bruns​wick. The Home News was unable to determine when the City had taken possession of it.

The Pitman Methodist Church was located on the southeastern corner of Oliver (now Tabernacle Way) and George Streets. This is currently the location of the Tabernacle Baptist Church. By 1976, the Pitman Methodist Church had been “long defunct” according to the Home News. The cemetery diagonally down and across Oliver Street at the corner of Oliver and Neilson Streets was the cemetery for the Shiloh Methodist Church.

That cemetery had been is disreputable condition for many years. A lyrical article entitled, “New Brunswick’s Famous Old Graveyard Now Tumble-down and Forgotten: Hallowed Spot at Neilson and Oliver Streets, Where Many Early Citizens and Civil War Heroes are Interred Has Become a Festering Spot for Refuse and Debris,” by Mina Higgins, appeared in the New Brunswick Sunday Times, April 1, 1927. The condition of the cemetery was described as:

Yet there it stands, on the corner of Oliver and Neilson streets, for the village was the village of New Brunswick, the city of today, the path no longer follows its straight course through the square. It is ashamed; it shambles; it has sunk lower. The brook is muddy and insulted by the presence of old tin cans and other refuse. The people had said: 'Let the dead care for the dead,’ and they could not. 

Broken milk bottles, broken tombstones, peanut butter jars, old mattresses, a dead chicken, a mound of feathers, wild vegetation of every kind, weeds and a few remaining boxwoods, a worm-eaten tree, old shoes—everywhere neglect and desecration. 

The Home News reported on May 10, 1982, that the one tombstone remained.

A CRCG Report from 1997 stated that:

Research has failed to indicate that there are any prominent New Brunswick citizens buried in the project cemetery, but we cannot rule out the possibility. We do know that there are at least 27 Civil War soldiers among the at least 253 burials. It is almost certain that there are more burials that we have no documentation for. Additionally, barring archaeological investigation or geophysical sensing procedures, we have no way of determining the depth or configuration of burials (Page 6).

The report went on to recommend that the site be used as a memorial park.
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