Delaware and Raritan Canal Outlet Lock and Towpath Henry Guest House Inventory

File Information


Title: Henry Guest House Inventory


Date: All artifacts accepted in 1998


Language: English


Henry Guest House Inventory Description: In 1998, the New Brunswick Free Public Library accepted 31 artifacts that were recovered from the Delaware & Raritan Canal outlet lock and towpath.  These objects were at first stored in the Henry Guest House, but today are stored in the library’s archives.  The various artifacts are organized into six different categories: Tools; Pieces of Canal; Milk Bottles; Mule Shoes; Workers Personal Objects; and Bones.  As a part of this inventory, each artifact is listed with a label (Item no., Title, Description, and Date Accepted), an expanded description, and a photograph(s).   


Repository: New Brunswick Public Library 

List of Subcategories

1. Tools: Items: 2, 3, 5, 6

2. Pieces of Canal: Items: 4, 10, 11, 42, 52, 62, 72, 76, 82, 114, 119, nn2, nn1

3. Milk Bottles: Items: 17, 18, 19, 20, 21

4. Mule Shoes: Items: 58, 59, 60, 61

5. Workers Personal Objects: Items: 27, 39, nn3

6. Bones: Items: 88, 89
Tools: Items: 2, 3, 5, 6

	Item no.: 2

Title: adjustable wrench from lock

Description: 

Date Acc.: 1998

“Artifact two is a wood handled wrench that could have been used in many different ways in the construction and maintenance of the canal and its boats.  On a canal barge or ship the wrench could probably have been used as a tool to fix the engine or the boat itself.  In the canal it could have been used by canal engineers to fix the wicket and [miter] gate mechanisms as well as tightening the metal turnbuckles within the [miter] gate doors.”

(From index card “7 Artifact 2# & 6# & 5# Wrench, Sledge Hammer, Wooden Shovel”)
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	Item no.: 3

Title: wood chisel & handle in two pieces

Description:

Date Acc.: 1998

“In order to construct and maintain a canal many laborers were needed to work on the many areas of the canal.  Artifact three is a wood workers chisel with a wooden handle.  It was one of the many tools used by wood workers to shape the wood and timbers of canal parts.  These chisels might have also have been used by boat-men to craft new canal going vessel” 

(From index card “1 Artifact 3# Wood-Working Chisel (Auger)”)
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	Item no.: 5

Title: shovel handle

Description:

Date Acc.: 1998

“Artifact [five] is a shovel handle that when complete would have been used not only to construct the original canal but also to maintain the banks and depths of the canal through constant maintenance.”

(From index card “7 Artifact 2# & 6# & 5# Wrench, Sledge Hammer, Wooden Shovel”)
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	Item no.: 6

Title: sledge hammer with wooden handle

Description: ~12 pounds

Date Acc.: 1998

“Artifact six is a sledgehammer.  It is an important tool in a railroad and canal setting and would have been useful in the construction of wood sections of the canal.”

(From index card “7 Artifact 2# & 6# & 5# Wrench, Sledge Hammer, Wooden Shovel”)
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Pieces of Canal: Items: 4, 10, 11, 42, 52, 62, 72, 76, 82, 114, 119, nn2, nn1

	Item no.: 1

Title: Canal anchor

Description: shank 55” long x 2.25” diam.; teeth spread 32”, stay rod 57”; chain ~12’

Date Acc.: 1998
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	Item no.: 4

Title: Wooden roller

Description:

Date Acc.: 1998
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	Item no.: 10

Title: timber spike

Description: ~9.5”

Date Acc.: 1998

For Artifacts 10 & 11: “In [the] nineteenth century many canals including the Delaware and Raritan canal were made of mostly clay, gravel, iron, and wood.  The Main parts of these canals like the [miter] gates, drop gates, swing bridges, and locks were constructed largely of wood.  Artifact [ten and eleven are spikes that were] found in the area of the outlet lock and, [were] probably part of the building material of the canal.”

(From index card, “2 Artifact 10#&11# Small Metal Spikes”)
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	Item no.: 11 

Title: spike

Description: ~9” 

Date Acc.: 1998
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	Item no.: 42

Title: swing bridge pivot 

Description: 

Date Acc.: 1998

“One of the many feature of nineteenth century canals was the Swing Bridge.  These bridges crossed the canal and allowed traffic from one side to the other.  Usually these bridges operated from the bank of the canal to the towpath on the opposite side.  The Swing bridges rotated upon a pivot.  This artifact illustrates the pivot mechanism that allowed this rotation.  This pivot allowed the bridge to move to the side and allow boats and other water traffic to pass through.”

(From index card “6 Artifact 42# Swing Bridge Pivot”)
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	Item no.: 51

Title: timber cross member towpath cribbing

Description:

Date Acc.: 1998
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	Item no.: 52

Title: wood coin sample 

Description: 

Date Acc.: 1998

“During the nineteenth century wood was widely used by canal builders and engineers.  This particular wood sample could have been retrieved from a variety of different parts of the canal.  It could have been used in the [miter] gates, swing bridges, lock chambers as support for the canal banks or even possibly as part of a canal going vessel.  This wood retrieved from the outlet lock area represents the reliance upon woodworking as opposed to steel construction in the nineteenth century.”

(From index card “3 Artifact 52# Wood Coin Sample”)
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	Item no.: 62

Title: metal strap from top course of granite blocks

Description: to secure and prevent movement of block 

Date Acc.: 1998
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	Item no.: 72 

Title: metal strap from drop gate baffles 

Description: 

Date Acc.: 1998
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	Item no.: 76 

Title: [miter] gate metal bumper, or per McKelvey,  “automatic [miter] gate wicket closing lever.”

Description: 25” with two rollers on it

Date Acc.: 1998

“…[E]ssentially a device for automatically closing the wickets when the [miter] gate was moved to the open position.  One end of it was secured to the vertical wicket rod.  As the gate was opened the rollers touched the lock walls in the gate recess and rotated the wicket rods to close the wickets –simple but effective and it saved time for the locktender.  Therefore, I would call it an “automatic [miter] gate wicket closing lever.”

(McKelvey, Bill. “RE: Canal Artifacts in Henry Guest House.  Email to Kim Adams. 2 January 2010.)
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	Item no.: 82

Title: machine mount from power house 

Description: 

Date Acc.: 1998

“Along the banks of the canal where there [were] locks and gates “Power House” or “Dog Houses” were located.  They provided the housing for the gears and mechanisms needed to open and close the [miter] gates and wicket gates of the locks.  This artifact is a machine mount which provided the support for the power house machinery.”

(From index card “5 Artifact 82# Machine Mount from Power House”)
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	Item no.: 114

Title: large metal spike

Description: 28” 

Date Acc.: 1998

“Spike from towpath cribbing at New Brunswick”

(From index card “11 Artifact 114# Metal Spike”)
	[image: image25.jpg]




	Item no.: 119

Title: Wicket actuating lever 

Description: 32” actuating lever

Date Acc.: 1998

“It was located at the top of the [miter] gates and was used by the locktender to open the wickets – there were several on each gate.  Each wicket was connected to the actuating lever by a substantial vertical rod extending from the wicket at the bottom of the gate to the actuating lever at the top.”
(McKelvey, Bill. “RE: Canal Artifacts in Henry Guest House.  Email to Kim Adams. 2 January 2010.)

“One of the most important parts of the canal lock system is the wicket gate.  The wicket gate is located within the [miter] gates.  The wicket gates allowed water to pass through to the lock chamber which provided equal levels of water when the next gate was opened.  Many of the early wicket gates were mechanized.  However, they still required manpower in the form of a crank mechanism.  The wicket rod was the tool used to open and close the wicket gates.”

(From index card “9 Artifact 119# Wicket Rod”)
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	Item no.: nn2

Title: heel post [bearing] for lock gate (per McKelvey) 

Description: diameter 14” x 1” high, mound in middle 4” h x 4.5” diameter

Date Acc.: 1998
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	Item no.: nn1

Title: two pieces of coal 

Description: Pennsylvania anthracite

Date Acc.: 1998
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Milk Bottles: Items: 17, 18, 19, 20, 21

	Item no.: 17

Title: Milk bottle

Description: New Brunswick Milk Co.

Date Acc.: 1998
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	Item no.: 18

Title: Milk Bottle

Description: Krauzer’s Dairy

Date Acc.: 1998
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	Item no.: 19

Title: Milk bottle

Description: Paulus Dairy

Date Acc.: 1998
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	Item no.: 20

Title: Milk bottle

Description: Paulus Dairy

Date Acc.: 1998
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	Item no.: 21

Title: Milk bottle

Description: Middlesex Farm Dairy Inc.

Date Acc.: 1998
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Mule Shoes: Items: 58, 59, 60, 61

	Item no.: 58

Title: mule shoe

Description: small under 3” x 4”

Date Acc.: 1998

“Animals, in particular, mules played an important role in the workings of a canal system.  Mules provided a means of labor through which boats could be towed in the canal.  These mules shoes and bones are representative of the use of mule power in the canal transportation system.”

(From index card “10 Artifact 59# & 88#,89# Mule Shoe & Mule Bones”)
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	Item no.: 59

Title: mule shoe

Description: small under 3” x 4”

Date Acc.: 1998
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	Item no.: 60

Title: mule shoe

Description: Large 6” x 6.5”

Date Acc.: 1998
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	Item no.: 61

Title: mule shoe

Description: Large 6” x 6.5”

Date Acc.: 1998
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Workers Personal Objects: Items: 27, 39, nn3

	Item no.: 27

Title: bottle

Description:

Date Acc.: 1998
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	Item no.: 39

Title: tobacco pipe bowl

Description:

Date Acc.: 1998
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	Item no.: nn3

Title: bottle

Description: blue, pressed glass, rectilinear 6.5” x 2.25” x 1.25”; Mark: J on bottom

Date Acc.: 1998
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Bones: Items: 88, 89

	Item no.: 88

Title: bone

Description:

Date Acc.: 1998
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	Item no.: 89

Title: bone

Description:

Date Acc.: 1998
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Information regarding the photographs:

Photographed by Eric Schkrutz

Camera: Canon 20D Digital SLR

Lens: Canon EF 20mm f/2.8 USM

Lighting: Canon Speedlite 420 EX E-TTL Flash with reflector

