Delaware & Raritan Canal Papers: File One

New Jersey Ship Canal and Waterways

By New Jersey Ship Canal Commission 1912

-“It is the opinion of the Commission that a sea-level canal connecting Delaware and New York Bays, and capable of accommodating barges of 1000 to 3000 tons burden, would be actively used by companies now operating barges by the outside route between Philadelphia and New England points.” (3)

-Addresses need for “inside waterway”: “minimize the losses of property and human lives caused by shipwrecks”; “from 1900 to 1909 there were over 5700 disasters to shipping on our Atlantic seaboard.” (3)

-Army Engineers estimate cost of canal between New York and Philadelphia will be $45,000,000 (3)

-“Distance from wharves in Philadelphia to the Battery in New York City (via canal), about 87 miles.

“Distance from wharves in Philadelphia to the Battery in New York City (via outside route), about 274 miles.” (4)

-“[T]he time of transit from the wharves at Philadelphia to the Battery in New York City (via canal) would be about 8 hours and 40 minutes; between the same points (via outside route), about 20 hours, or over twice as long as it would take via canal.” (5)

-Booklet includes section on “Leading Cities of New Jersey” (8-17)


-Lists Newark, Jersey City, Trenton, Paterson, New Brunswick, Atlantic Coast Cities, Perth Amboy, Elizabeth, and Camden.



-Description and “Manufactures” of each
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-Segment, “Along the Delaware & Raritan Canal”, by Bill McKelvey 2009, Part Five


-Encyclopedia-like entries of topics relating to the Canal, covers “Canal Poems of the D&R” through “Charles G. Davis” (pages 4 – 9)

EXCERPTS from segment


- “Canal Traffic: Anthracite constituted well over half the total tonnage carried by the D&R Canal, but the volume of other “inferior” commodities steadily increased.  In 1860 there were transported 1,283,000 tons of coal, 40,000 tons of iron, nearly 12,000,000 board feet of lumber, and 2,315,000 cubic feet of timber…” (4)

-“Canoeing Today: The D&R main canal and the feeder offer endless opportunities for quiet cruising and has been called one of the finest recreation waterways in the country…” (4)

-“Coal Traffic: As expected, coal proved to be the greatest source of revenue and shipments so increased that it overshadowed all other traffic.  Placed between the anthracite fields of eastern Pennsylvania and the markets of New York and New England, the D&R Canal bore a steady procession of barges (canalboats) sloops, and schooners.  Eastbound tonnage eventually became ten times as great as westbound.  From Indian Trail to Iron Horse, by Wheaton J. Lane.  In 1866 the total D&R Canal tonnage was 2,857,233, 83% of which was coal…” (7)

-“Construction of the D&R Canal: Workers dug the entire canal trench using pick axes, shovels, wheelbarrows and horse-drawn scraper.  Laborers were paid $1.00 a day – those who dug tree stumps received an additional 25¢ per stump.  They worked six days a week from sunrise to sunset.” (8) 

-“Cost of the D&R Canal: By 1840 (construction) expenditures upon the canal and equipment totaled $2,829,797, far more than the original estimates.” (8)

McKelvey, Bill. “RE: Canal Artifacts in Henry Guest House.  Email to Kim Adams. 2 January 2010.

-Expands upon artifacts numbers 76 and 119


-Artifact 76: “automatic [miter] gate wicket closing lever”


-Artifact 119: “wicket actuating lever”

Inventory of Photographs on Exhibit in Henry Guest House

	
	Title
	Description
	Size
	Comments

	1
	“Scene on the Raritan River”
	B&W photograph
	8.5x11”
	

	2
	Man standing on bridge
	B&W photograph
	5x7”
	

	3
	“View on the Canal and River-New Brunswick”
	B&W photograph
	8.5x10.5” 
	Laminated

	4
	Two boats in canal
	B&W photograph
	5x7”
	

	5
	River with people
	B&W photograph
	4x5”
	Strickly B&W item 234

	6
	Aerial view of New Brunswick
	B&W photograph
	4x5”
	Strickly B&W item 581

	7
	Map of New Brunswick 1829 location Bell Hotel (Indian Queen)
	B&W photograph
	4x5”
	Strickly B&W item 72

	8
	Map of Trenton from book
	B&W photograph
	4x5”
	Strickly B&W item NA

	9
	Captain Skinner…
	B&W photograph
	4.25x6.5”
	Copy from unknown text

	10
	River from Historical Society of Princeton Publ.
	B&W photograph
	4.25x7.25”
	

	11
	Canal lock
	B&W photograph
	5x7”
	

	12
	Bridge from boat prow
	B&W photograph
	5x7”
	

	13
	Boat: Socony 77
	B&W photograph
	5x7”
	

	14
	River through the trees
	B&W photograph
	14.5x12” 
	


